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Farewell
A&W/Boardman

_ I’t was 1919, that the A & W Res-

® Photos & Story: John Shapiro

taurants started in Lodi, California,
when Frank Wright partnered with
' Roy Allen to help Wright with the root
beer business he started and within &
- few years A&W became, arguably the
S rst successful food-franchising oper-
- ation. By 1960, A & W had over 2,000
. stores and one of those was the A &
. W Drive-In Restaurant along Route
% 224 & in Boardman, Ohio. S
Enter one Rick Thompson, who,
as fate would have it, was driving :
down Route 224 and bumped intq ,
what would become his first boss. “We
started talking and | wound up:running
the Boardman restaurant,” Thomp- =
- son said, Knd a match was made in
" heaven. s
: Wlthln a year; Rick and his dad .
= “Red" did more‘than run it, they 5y -
Sk bought the business. That was in 1974
_ - and since then it's became one of the
R most weII knewn spots around the

A view fron the lade 80‘5 when the Hot
Kod Nats were in their hey—day.

Street Mot hines, Kot Bads, &
| Custors were welcome every
§ {}'l.d@/ mg/}t
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Later Thompson began to see the «

. early signhs of.a nostalgia thlng we f

call Cruise-ins’. Rick said, “A couple . -

of places had already .started hosting

crulse -ins, one that I remember m?as the

of the MISS1SSIppI ahd 1 th,ought Iet S glve

Typical ﬁ:‘a’zy A crowd -
| 2hroughowt the vears at the A&u).

“itatry”. | o
It would be a couple of phones calls ~ *
to Dick & Leri Nard, DJ’s-at “Two’s Com- i o
“pany” in 1986 along with the huge sup- : -
port of the Youngstown Rod & Custom e
_Club, then known as the Youngstown '
Street Rod'Association.and the gears s
were set in motion. It was a cobo that
- remained until the store finally ended the * :
2011 Cruisir’ season. 1'4
Over the years, Rick.instituted theme ey
nlghts each Fridgy night which ran the s, i 3
Rt , \ - R o
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gamut from: Aut Mori Grotto, Rod
& Custom, Corvette, and Mus-
tang nites to Mopar, Rock & Roll,
~ Christmas in.July and Elvis Nights.
.2~ In fact Rick would always have at
least flve Elvié unpersonators come .

“in because of the Huge derhand!

- On Aut Mori Grotto night, Thomp-=
son would bring'ih the Grotto .
Clowns and in October he'd have
a Halloween cruise and costime
awards, for both adults, kids aﬁd

. car decoration..

During the hey- days of the Hot
Rod Super Nationals, held at the
nearby Canfield Fairgrounds, the;
A&W became the eppa-center of
4 : cruisin’ activity.-When the “Nats”
‘would'iet oyt around 5pm, all the
Cool creisin in this Fat Fendered Chevy show cars would cruise down

Pick up Rte 224 past the A&W whia)gﬁf;ad
crowds of on lookers lining t X
P T— iy streets sometimes 3 deep:just to

be 4 part of the frenzy at the fa-
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mous corner of West Bivd and 224. . | 1
: The A&W Boardman was also used
| asa Pre-kick off & welcome party for
~ the LX Nationals.& Beyond which used
. Quaker'City Dragway as theirhome
- andonly a shortdrive- away 325 e
““'ve been with A & W-for 53 years_
| wouldn't Be doing it all these years if
_ | didm’t love it, but it was time tore= 3 ',
-, tire;" said Rick Thompson who sold the
' property to Advane;ed Auto and was
. closed the A&W. one jast time on New
~ Year's Eve 2011, .
Thompson sald “l dont’t Knpw what
~ to say, other than to thank everyone

—rT————————
T T

!t' - for.all the Support over the years and :
ff . we certainly had a geod run. | looked
E. forward to each and every. Friday night 2
* \ith'all of you'and thought all the: =~ W e
. cruisers were part of my:- e)etehded fam- Dick & Lori Nard, The Original 2T Ko
llyl” By ‘_ __ : . fFom 1956. ::
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